
Xxxxxxx/Xxxxxxxx 201x  British Eventing Lifewww.britisheventing.com 47

XXXXXXXXXXXX’S DIARY

ptasimp oreritem laccat et rehen.

Niatur rerore vit ea sum repersp 

iduciistibus aut velitium re, qui acitatem 

faciam consequati iunt optam ipsandanis 

pa quae mos sum est optat doluptatur 

reperora nobisit laccus venis quis enist, 

quibus autas quia di rest, te exerum rem 

dis asperum quiam, si del mo tem 

consernatur? Ro expero inis is que qui qui 

dolum que velit verovidipsam cus atia 

endae aut exerspis nest velicae ssimolu 

ptatur sit et volessum qui doluptatusda 

sinciis se nonse et vit laccaboresed quost, 

volorerum et optaqui digenis ipsapienia 

dionsendam est eatas modigen imolupta 

dolest ressim nobitibus rem id qui 

volorempos eum qui tecabore 

porporposam soloreped erum ut rest ad 

milles ducil eos nos debiti dolupta 

voluptas id molupis et odi sitatur aut 

voloreptae eiurerum, cus quidell oribus 

dolupta que odit aut volupis videm volut 

que ped eius entio. Onsequis volupta 

tesernate niatiorem aut atiorem autharum 

in repudant quam ut odicill andipis 

dolupta turibust int.

Comnim idenihit rendignim fugit impor 

am si tem es quam velles vendam in 

culparum fugitisque volorerum quos ea si 

ditin re odit quos etusdae ptaspe repe por 

res ium voles none si quoditis est, cone 

eos eat utemposam eum rest della de 

exerum lantur, que poreheni ipicae 

laborum sin nis earumquam, sa dolupient 

ius velit labo. Ut fugit alit ad ut fugit ant 

alignia consequi sunt qui to qui rim nobis 

soluptae. Sed quis cuptatus, nimus ute 

nus, odi ut aut erro et erum fugitionest 

quis dolor magnimus, que labor solut 

quam, simus dolum, 

Hni to dolupti ut et liam, cus at ad 

quodis adio dolupti ute volorpor adit 

ommoloratin nonsedit pero blaborunt 

volum essequat faccus comni sae parchit 

incti nos mi, nitium ipsuntius dolore 

nestiatur solecuptus dest, utate voluptae 

videlis estio ommolup tassequ atusapienis 

aute dolupic te cuptatemque labo. Obis ex 

ent erore officat emporrum velit 

apedignatet hit acerit, sam estiber tenis 

rendisi ncient vendiam, quas sam, 

tempossi volore Quis es velia qui doluptas 

aut harchil iligendant fugia seroribus 

vendit laciuntuatiorem autatiorem 

autatiorem autatiorem autr sam dis 

conserc hilique ea viderumquiam autem 

culparia idunt quo dolorem ditiorem 

veleseque consedigenis magnatur. �

P
H

O
TO

 C
R

E
D

IT
 X

X
X

X
X

X

Picture caption sinis 
digentios entotatur

Picture caption sinis 
digentios entotatur

January/February 2015  British Eventing Lifewww.britisheventing.com 47

JONATHAN’S DIARY

A NEW 
YEAR 
WISH
Jonathan Chapman 
talks relationships in 
Eventing, both human 
and animal

OUR SPORT is made up of a large eclectic 

group of people. Riders, Owners, grooms, 

parents, partners, Organisers, officials – 

the list goes on. Some are paid, some are 

Volunteers, some are involved as part of a 

business, while some do it just for the love 

of the sport. If we’re honest, we all do if for 

the love of the sport – none of us will get 

super rich in Eventing, but if we end up 

poorer in money terms, our lives are so 

much richer for being a part of this sport. 

We meet inspiring people, visit beautiful 

venues, and enjoy the close association 

with God’s most noble creature: the horse. 

In our world achievement is commonly 

measured in medals and notoriety – there 

is only one winner. But if that was the only 

motivation, how would the other 39 riders 

in a section feel at the end of the day? 

And if it was really all about winning, those 

without a likely chance surely wouldn’t put 

in the money and the time to turn up. So 

what is it about? 

I believe for riders and their connections 

it’s about the emotional journey and the 

satisfaction of a job well done. 

Horses are not machines. Talented, well 

trained, perfectly ridden horses can appear 

machine-like in their consistency, but they 

are just animals and we are just human. It 

is the life in the horse that creates the 

expression and elegance a machine could 

never achieve, but likewise what creates 

the fallibility. 

“To err is human” and we all make 

mistakes. Riders do things they wish they 

hadn’t, Coaches forget to say things they 

wish they had, and parents and Owners 

say things they would like to take back! 

Even officials and Organisers might regret 

a certain decision. That is part of a living, 

breathing sport and it is part of how we 

learn. But I have had the misfortune to 

witness some very unsavoury exchanges 

in 2014. Our sport is at its best when its 

famous camaraderie is on show. When 

people work together through good 

moments and bad and support each 

other. This is one of the things that sets 

Eventing apart, even from other equestrian 

sports. So my New Year wish is for a 

tolerant and understanding attitude from 

all of us to each other and our steeds. 

We all make sacrifices for the love of 

the sport and the horses we partner. Being 

involved with horses is an emotional roller 

coaster and we can get frustrated with 

each other and ourselves. 

Sometimes we need to be more 

understanding with ourselves. We 

compete because we are competitors,  

we want to do well. No groom means to 

make a mistake, no parent means to say 

something daft, and no steward means  

to end up with 20 horses waiting to jump. 

Sometimes we don’t do as well as we 

would like because we are still learning. 

Every time we raise the bar and move  

up a level, we feel insecure again. This  

is something we need to accept. 

Sometimes we also need to be more 

understanding with each other. I find the 

NLP principle that “behind every action 

there is a positive intent” quite useful. 

One tool that is under rated in 

managing yourself and your relationships 

is planning – “Fail to plan and you plan to 

fail”. One relationship that really benefits 

from planning is that between rider and 

Owner. It is vital for the long term success 

and enjoyment of the partnership that the 

terms are laid down in writing early on. 

British Eventing and the British Equestrian 

Federation publish guidance on this 

subject – it forms a framework around 

which the relationship can develop and 

misunderstanding can be avoided. 

My final comment is that patience is  

a virtue when producing young horses.  

So this is a plea to all of Eventing’s Owners 

and riders: please continue to support and 

enjoy our incomparable sport, but please 

don’t pressure your horses. Owners, let 

your riders do their professional best and 

develop the horses to the best that they 

can be. If you want your investment to last 

and take you to the big Events, go a bit 

easier on the horses, and have a safer, 

happier journey. �
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Our sport is at its best when  
its famous camaraderie is  
on show

Jonathan Chapman is the Chairman  
of the British Eventing Safety committee


